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We Discover Lee OSWALD in Mexico City 


CIA did preauce one very simificant plece of information on Lee 
OSWALD before he shot President Kennedy. On 1 October 1963, our Mexico 
City Station intercepted a telephone call Lee OSWALD made from somevlace 


in Mexico City to the Soviet Embassy there, using his om raze. Speaking 


broken Russian and using his true name, COVALD was talkinz to the Embassy 


gtard, OBYEDKOY, who often answers the phone. OSWALD sald he had visited 


' the Bnhassy the previous Saturday (23 September 1963) and spoken to a 


consul vaose name he had forgotten, and who had promised to send a tele- 


gran for him to Washington. Ee wanted to know 4f there vere "anything 


new.” The Zuara said if the consul, waa dark it was (Yeleriy Visduirovich) 


KOSTIKOY. The guard checked with someone else and said that the message _ 


haa gome out but no answer had been received. He then hung op. 


This plece of information was produced fron a telephone tap center 


vhich ve operate Jointly with the office of the President of Mexico, It | 
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is hishly secret and not known to Mexican security and lew enforcement 
officials, who have thelr ow center. Our joint center produces great 
masses of telephone intercepts which are transeribed and reviewed by our 
soall staf? in Mexico City. By 9 October, the ree eeincuas conversa- 
ae 1 October kad been transcribed and a pay of it cabled to 


Wasaington. The name Lee CSWALD meant nothing special to cour Mexico 


' City Station, but in their report they did judge him to be an American 


rale. 
the cabled report was received in Washington on 9 October ana checked | 


in owr files, where it was immediately noted that the Lee OSWALD phoning - 


the Soviet Exbassy in Hexico City was probably the Lee OSWALD who had 


defected to the Soviet Union in 1959 and returned to the USA in 1962. On 


10 Octoter 1953, the éay after the report from Mexico City, CIA Headquarters © 


‘gent out a cabled report abort Lee CSWALD'’s phone call to the Soviet | ~ 


Enbassy; the report went to ths FSI, the Departuent of State (because 


CSHALD was a 0S citizen), and to. the avy Department (because he was a 


former Marine.) The cabled report to these agencies hishlighted the 
rane os 
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Liklihsea that the Lee OSWALD mentioned was probably the former defector. 


A copy of this same cable was delivered by hand to the Imai sration and 


Naturalization Service, with which we have no cable Link. ‘The sane day 


e tong cable vent out to Mexise City informing our Station of the back- 


ground of defector Lee OSWALD and asking for more inforsation. Our Station 
was instructed to pass its inforeation on the phone call to the Mexico 

ity offives of the FBI, the Enbassy, the Naval Attache, ana the Toxigra:: 
tion ana Fatwa tention Service. ‘This was dome. 


In its original report of 9 October, Mexico City hed sala it had a 


photograpa of an apparent American male leaving the Soviet Embassy on 


1 Cetober 1963, the day OSWALD phone there. A very sensitive operation 


in eetes City provides ns with ceoretly taken photographs of many but rot | 
all visitors to the Soviet Eubassy there, taken with teleshoto lenses. ; 
Accordingly, ve cablea the Bary Department on 2h October 1563 asking for 

@ photograph of lee OSWALD ‘from his Marine Corps days so we coata compare 
photos. We ~ not received this photogranh by 22 Fovenber 1963, but in 


any event, it turned out that the man photosraphes outside the Soviet 


a 
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Bubassy was not CSWALD anyway. As chance would have it, none of our 


several photo obsezation points in Mexico City had ever taken en icenti~ 


fiable picture of Lee OSRALD. 


Our Bexico City Station very often preduces Information likes this 


on US citizens contacting Soviet bloc embassies in Mexico City. Frequently 


the information ve get is extresely incriminating, and on one or two 
occasions ye have even Sen able to apprehend and retrrn to tre USA 
frsetoan military persennel who are attempting to defect. In all such 
pease: our Headquarters desk requests ani obtains the special ge a oe 


the Deputy Director for Plans to pass the derogatory information on a US 


‘eltizen to other government asencies. Derevatory information ou Americans 


ia not treated routinely; in each case tha DD? or his Assistant sersorally 
scrutinize the information, maxe sure it is credible, and decide whether and 
to vhom it will be passed. Only in absolute emergencies is the Hexico City 

3 . ? 7 : . i et a) 
Station authorized to pasa such information directly to the FBE office in 
the U.S. Embassy. 


At this writing (13 December 1963) we do not know whet action the FBI 
in 
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and other agencies may have taken based on cur report. We surmise that the 
POI may have made local checks throuch Mexicen authorities to see if 
Lee OSWALD was actually in Mexico City on 1 October. Indeed, later in- 
vestisation has confirmad all the details of his trip, where he stayed, 
end what he did. To avoid crossing lines with the FBX, ou exlen station 
undertook no Local juvestisation of its cme As ve now know, OSWALD Leth 
excieo on 3 October and vas vo longer there vhen our reyort vee Dat out... 

. eince thie telephone tup operation is a joint one with the Nexlean 
Presidency, the Mecttoans also had the 1 October intercegt on Lee CSVALD, : 


but it apparently slumbered in their filles until the assassination took 


_ place. 


22 Noverber 1963 
When vord of the shooting of President Kennedy reeched the offices . 
of our operating @ivisions and staffs on the afternoon oF Friday 22 MNoven- 
. . 7 ? , 7 . ® 
ver 1963, transistor radios were turned on everywhere to follow the 


trezedy. When the name of Lee OSWALD was heard, the effect was electric. 


A phone meseage from the FAI came at about the Bame tine, naming OSYALD 
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Aas the possible assassin and asking for traces. The nessaze Was passed 
on at once by the Chief CI, Mr. Angleton, to Mr. Birch O'teal of his 
Special investigations Unit. dirs. Betty Egeter of this Unit eee 
recognized the naze of Lee CSHALD and went for hia fils. ‘At the sane 
time, lis. Bustos of the Mexico Desk, who had written our first fepart on 
OSURID on 10 October recountzed the nase fron raite reports and vent 
after the sare file. bir. Reichhardt, Mexteo Dest Chie?, who ete thas a. 
ieee: heard the news and phoned in a reminder that we had something on 
OSNAID. While pve vere sieeeis @ cable to Mexico Clty ee thea for | 


> 


pore information on OSWALD, Mexico City itself heard OSWALD's name on the 


 Yolce of America broadcast and cabled to us a reminder of the information 


the Station had sent in on hin. 

‘Por the next week, e@ dozen people in the Agency were continuously 
eqvased in handling incoming mesaaces on the casey, writing reports to be 
cabled out, tracing the names mentioned, and researching flles. Within a 
week, 27 cabled reparts had gone.out to the White House, the State Depart- 
ment, and the FEI. Many cables of guidance and inquiry hed been sent to 
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our overseas stations, and meny pleces es information on OSWALD and his 
wife haa been recelved back. ‘The Hexico City Station researched tts 
telephone eos very thoroughly and came up wlth several more eenieatecs 
probably involving OSWALD, but not actually mentioning this mame; these 
connected him also to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City. Several Mexicans 
were arrested and questioned about his activities, giving 8 zooa ome 
of vhat he was really up to. Many conferences were held with the Fal 
Liaison officer who asked us for et actions and sicecd us information 
from the FRI Geese. Om. the minus side, a host of iiasionss 


Boms anonymous, bombarded overseas cnbassies vith spudous tips on the case, 


_ ost of which we investigated. ALL of these are soon discredited, but they 


are still coming in. 
During this phase of our work, we served primarily in support ef the 


FSI, which was entrusted by the President with the major responsibility for 
cy . Fa) ‘ . . ‘ . . . 


the investigation. The FAL was too busy to supply us with much of its 


wm intormation, but answers were given to specific questions we posed to 


essist our investigation. ‘The Department of State did photocreph its entize 
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Pile on OSHALD and pass them to us, end the FRE gave us a copy of the 
Soviet Consular Pils on OSWALD which had been publicly given by the Soviet 
Awhassador to the Secretary of State. On Friday 6 octaves 1963, Depaty 
ttorney General Katzerbach invited us to review the FAI'’s cooprekensive 
scsi cea aa eo ek ae Sl aes Gwe One ee ere 
See neem tess was correctly quoted. We found the report eane 
interesting and ne threat to our security, as long as it vas read only 
by the suthértze investigative sites: 


After the first few days, the CIA investigation of the case was 


handled et Headquarters by a small staf? usually charged with investization 
* pnd analysis of the ost impovtant security casea, and by a fev officers 


and analysts of our Yestern Eewlsphere Division. | 


R 8 From Mexico 


_ As soon as our Mexico City Station realized that Lee OSUALD vas the 


prime suspect, it besan re-sereening ell the uritten telephone transeripte © 


in its files covering the Soviet Enbassy for the pertinent period. ‘The 


eetual tapes vere also reviewed, but many of then haa been erased after the 
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normal two weeks wait. Several calls believed to involve OSWALD were 
discovered and their contents cabled to Washington, where they were 
dissenivated to the White House, the State Departeent, the Federal | 
Burean of Inveatisation. 

: ceuinrs revere not actually mentioned ia these Brieies calis, 
but sinilority of speech = various plain points af Saueent Link thea 
to nin. These calls ars swasarized below in | ores: 
They aa the getisa frou 27 Seytenber 1953 to 3 October 1963, the spate 
span of OSWALD's visit to Mexico city ag later leamed ene ree ees, 


27 September - A man phones the Soviet Military Attache and 


‘says he needa @ visa to go to Odessa. Man answering says he shoulda call 


15-60-55 and ask for the Consul. Caller asks for the address, ana it is 


given to tim, (There is no special reasos for Linking this call te CSHALD,) 


27 fep tember, 4205 2H ~ The Cuban Consulate phoned the Sovist - 


Consulate. Silvia Duran, Mexican national clerk of the Cuban Consulate 


talked to a Soviet official, saying that a rale American citizen wes at the » 


Cutan Consulate asking for 4 transit visa to pass through Cuba on his way 
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to the Sovlet Union. She wants to know to whem he talxed in the Soviet 
Consulate and wre tela him he would kaye no probdlea about it. If a Soviet 
visa is assurea, tae Cuban Consulate can grant him a transit visa and 


simply notify Cuben imsigration authorities, The Soviet first asks her 


to walt, ena then she has te explain the whole thing over again to another 


Soviet official, who takes her telephone number and promises to call her 
backe Silvia DURAN conelugea this call by telling the Soviet she herself 


has moved ana gives her new address for the Soviet Eubasay bulletin. He 


asks her to prone (Sercey Eemenovich) KUKEARENKO (Second Eecrstary who puts 


ous the Bulletin) to give bis the new add@reey ana he asks who the Cuban | 


Cultural Attache is. Silvia DURAN gives the Attache's name as ‘Teresa 


PROEWZA and adda her telephone nunber. 

27 September, 4:26 PM .~ A Soviet official calls Silvia DUBAI 
tack end tells her that the “American” head been to see the Soviet's ond ~ 
ehown them a Letter from the Seviet Consulate in Fashinston indicating that 
he kad been welting for visas for himself and his wife to go to the Soviet 


Union for a Lons time, but that no answer had come froa Wasaington, adding 


een a! | 
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that the walt was sometimes four oe five months. The “Amerioan” haa 
showa the Sovieta a letter showin; he Was a menber of en organization in 
favor of Cuba and had claimed that the Cubans could not give hin a visa 
without a Russian visa. Silvia DURAN rejoins that they have the same 


probless the “American” is still at the Consulate; thay cannot give him a 


transit visa unless he is assured of a Soviet visa, even though he just 


wants to ge te Cuba toWait there for his Soviet visa te he granted. He 


does not know anyone in Cuba. They end the conversation on this nete. 
Silvis DURAN says that she will note this on his “cara,” and the Soviet 


goreluges by saying, “Besides be is not known." Ee excuses himself for the 


inconvenience he has caused and Silvia DURAN says it is all right. 


28 Seytanber ~ Silvia DURAN calls the Soviet Embassy from the 


Caban Consulate. She says that she kas the American with her again. The 


Soviet ansvering aske her to velt. When another Soviet takes up the phone, 


Etlvia puts the American one The Awerican tries to tals Russian to the 
Soviet vho enswers in English. (The American sks him to speak Russian, The 


American says that he had been in the Soviet Embassy and spoken with the ~ 
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Consul, and that they bad taken nis address. The Soviet replies that he 
kmows that. ‘The American then says, somevhat enlmatically: "I did not 
know 4t then. I went to the Cuban Embassy to ask thes for ny adaress 


because they have it.” The Soviet invites him to stop by asain and give 


then the addreasz, and the American agrees to do so. (In this conversation, — 


the aoe was speaking hardly eesoiniebia Russian, ) 
“Geass petites shev, OSWALD dd not ro the Soviet or Cuban | 

Bubasaies again untih Tuesday 1 October 1963. ‘The intervening days wore 2 

Sunday and a Montay. ‘The contents of his ae calls seem to show. = 


aid not contact the Soviets on those days. 


L Cotober, 10:32 AM - A nan calls the Soviet Military Attache in 


broken Russian an@ says he had been at their place the previous faturday _ 


(28 Septeaber) and talked to their Consul, They bad said they would send 


a telegras to Washington, ard he wanted to know if there were anything nev. 


s a ‘ ?. : Nin ag . . 
The Soviets ask him to call another phone mrsber and gives him 15-60-55, say- 


dng to ask for a Consul. 


1 Cotober 10:45 AM ~ (this is the phoue call in which OSWALD 
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used his true name and which was therefore cabled to Washington on 9 
October 1963.) Lee OSWALD callea the Soviet Embassy and announced his 
own nese, saying he had visited them the previous Saturday ana spoken 


with a Consnl. ‘hey haa sald they would send a telesran to Washington, 


si fas seeatsal bes eaeld 4S See wee mated ae et eel 2 E 
the neue of the Consul. . The Soviet, who was Enbassy guard OBYEDKOV ; = | 
7 replied: "KOS TINT 3 ee is dark.” OSWALD replied: "Yea, ny nese is | 
OsuALD.” The Soviwt excused hinself for @ minute and then sala they 
haan’t received anything wont OSHALD esked 1f they hadn't done anything 
ana the ped replied they haa sent a request but est nothing bad bs 
" Geren as yet.” OSWALD started to cay: "And whate..", but the Soviet 
hums Ups 
epost: heey i ager pai hen earn ey ees cy 
English phoned the Foviet Iilttery Attache s ested about a visa. ‘The | 
Attache's office etetass him to the consulate, pee the river 15-60-55. 


The caller wrote it dom. ‘the attache official shrugged off austher 
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question about whether the caller could set a visa, and the conversation 


engea. (There is no special reason to tie this in with CSWALD, whe is now 


known to have re-entered the US at Laredo the sume day.) 


Since the operation through vhich ve tap the Soviet Enbaasy phones 


in Mexico City is managed jointly with the office of the President of 


Mexico, the information on Lee C&vALD also caze to the attention of 
President LOPSZ Mateos after 22 Novesber. The next ‘ay, 23 Hovesber, be. 
called it to the attention of our Chief of Station, who vas already 
worring feverishly on the case. states > the Mexicans noticed the 


invelvecent of Cuban Consular employee Silvia DURAN, 2 Mexctcan national. 


, . Gor Station suggested that she be arrested and interrogated about OSWALD. 
The Mexican authorities hea the save idea ani she and her husband wore 


arrested on 23 Hovember 1963, tn the midst of a party at their home. AlL 


the guests were soon released but Silvia and her husband were questioned 
| a 
and released on 25 November 1563, 
Siivia's husband, Foracio DURAN Navarre, an industrial designer, 


eaid under police interromation that wken CSWALD was razed as the assessin 
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of President Kennedy, his wife had recognized the name and pecenieg she 
bod vaited on OSHALD when he case to apply for a Cuban transit visa; 

he xenenberea she had pala she dealt with the Soviet Consulate as well 

to Find out whether he bad a Soviet visa. Horacio DURAY recalisd his wife 
hed sald OSWALD becuse ensry mad obe had to call out the Cubea Consul, 


Busedio AZCUR, to quiet hin. 


Silvia DURBAN told the same story. She was a leftist sympathizer with 


Waba and hed vorkea for the Mextean-Cuban Institute of Cultural Relations. 
She recalled OSWALD well, deseribed him aceurately, related how he had 


wanted a Cuban visa but could not set one without tha assurance of a Soviet 


- visa, end remembered his tiff with the Consul. Sha admitted she had phoned 


the Soviet Enbsassy about hin. é ; 


“The sas total of the stutements ef Silvia DURAN and’ her husband waa. oo 


to confirm that OSWALD was in Hezico to cet a Cuben visa so he could wait 
in Cuba for his Soviet visa. ‘he Soviet Consular file passed to the State 


Department in Washington by the Soviet Embassy confirms a long exchange 
between first, Mrs. Marina COWALD, ana later her nusband, end the Soviet 
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Consulate in Washington about their remrests Por east seta to xeturn to) 
the Eoviet Union. OSWALD was still writing to the Soviets in Washington 
about this as lete as 9 November 1963. 

. Silvina DURAN was arrested again on 27 Hovenber and held until 29 
Bovember. She = essentially the sane ee Size asain. 

Yell-placea som'ces within the Cuban Exbassy In as City stated 
that vhen ere DURAN was released fron police arrest the first tine on 
25 Novenber; she vas quite pleased with herself. She tola her colleagues 
the same story set out above, aading only that tie nea cartes hea 
threatened to extradite her te the United States to confront Lee Harvey 
OSWALD, ‘The reaction within the Cuban Bubassy to the news of President 


Kennay's death was eoubre. To date, there is nol credible information in 


CIA flles which woulda appear to Link Lee OSWALD with the Cuban govermens 


cr the Cutan intelligence service. 
The vhole question of whether Les CSWALD had any secret comection 
with the Soviets or Cubans in Mexleo cannot yet be answered, but certain 


parts of the evidence indicate to the contrary. Silvia DURVI ana the 


+ 


14-00000 


Ka 


Soviet Consular efficials spoke of him as a man with “no frlends in Cubs” 

on the ons hana, and as @ man not "known" in tae Soviet Eabassy, oa the 
other. ‘The very openness of his visita and the phowe calls. speak ageinst any 
wou role. His trip to Mecice was not itself a pocxes actz he traveled 
under his real name or @ close variant of it, Lives openly fa Mexican 


hotels, and corresponded with the Soviets through the open mall§ about 


. it wren be got tack to the US. His trip to Mexice was apparently made 


necessary because 1+ was the nearest Cuban diplomatic installation where 
he conld apply for a visa. 


A perplexing aspect of OSWALD's trafficicing with the Cubans and 


oviets in Mexico City is his assertion in his call of 29 Septesver that he 


aid not know his address when he was at the Soviet Consulate and came to 


the Cuban Consulate because they bad it. It is hard to explain just wat 


he meet, but 1t should be remembered that he was talking in Russian, a 
F a id ; i. . 


language he could not manase, and that when he case to Mexico he was in the 


process of moving froa Hew Crieans ‘to Texas. Hs may not have macorizead 


his new sdé@ress in Texas, whatever it was, and may not have been able to 
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lay hands on it wren he was in the Soviet Consulate that dees Perzays 
ke haa earlier given the address to Silvia DUSAN and wanted to lock it 
up on her card. 

A particularly sinister aspect of ee dealings vith the Soviets 
in Mextee Clty arises from the Likithood that he heer ee eee 
Valeriy Vladindravich KOSTIKOY. In his 1 October phone call to the 
Sovist Exbassy, the guard santas suggests that the Consul count haa 
telsed ra was KOBTIXOY if he ims dark. OSWALD seems to agree seit this, 


but the identiflention 1a very casual. In his 9 November letter to the 


Soviet Consulate in Washington, OSWALD gives the nase of the man he’ dealt — 
| with as "KOSTIN,” but there is no person of that exact nane in the Soviet 


Embassy in Mexleo City. KOSPIXOY is accredited as a Consular Attache and 


does ectually do a lot of consular work, but he is believed to baa 


Bovlet KGB officer, and it is believed that he works for Department 13 of 


; ae 
the KGB, the Department charged with sabotage and assassinations. The 


suspicion that KOSTIXOY 1s a KGB officer arose from his work habits, and 


his sesoctation with other KGB officers. It was hardened when it was 
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found that he handlea a Soviet agent who vas trained to do sabotaze 


work and that he turned this azent over to another KG3 officer who is 


aefinitely known to work for the i3th Department. It is generally trve 

tn KGB work that sabotage agenta are handlea only by 1/"Department | 

officers. | 

Enbassy guard Ivan Ivanovich OB(EDKOF is hinself believed to be a 

| - KGB man froa previous assignments as a bodyzuara and sureiliant. But 
diiheus Sele Aineot evidence we Soviet coaplicity 4s atenormeeds Se ds 
most Likely treat OSWALD's dealing with KGB ren OBYSDKOY and KCSTIXOY was | 
nothing wore than a gris coincidence, a coincidence due in part to the 
Soviet habit of placing intellizence men in the Exbausies in positions 
where they receive a Large portion of the visitors an& phone calls. All : 
oF ee five ere ee in the Soviet Enbassy are known or Sissectea: 
inteLlicence officers. Certainly if OSWALD haa been a Soviet event in 
wrainivg for an assassination assignment or even for sabotase work, the 


Soviets would have stopped him from making open visits and phone calls to 


tha Eoviet Embassy In Mexico after he tried it a couple of times, Onur 
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experience in Mexico, studying the Soviet Intelligence service at close 


range, indicates that they do make some mistakes and are sovetines insecure — 


in their methods, but that they do not persist in such slering errors. 


fone insight on the Cuban attitade toward the arrest of Silvia DURA” 


esas 


ana the involveoent of the Cuban Consulate in the OSHALD case can be 
gained from two intercepted phone calls made between Cuban President 


Osvaldo DORTICOS ana Coban Ambassador to Mexico Joaquin HEHATIOSZ, &xrmas on 


26 cUpvember 1963, the day after Silvia DURAN was released from her first 


arrest. At 09:40 AN that merning, Fresident DORTICOS phoned the Ambassador 
fren Havana and asked him several questions about a report which the 


Ambassador had sent in on the arrest of Silvia DURAN and the Lee OSWALD 


' case. The whole conversation is consistent with the theery that OSWALD 


nerely vanted a visa. ‘The Anbassador did mention the altercation which 


OSWALD bad with Consul, AZCUS, end he says that Mexican police bruised 


Silvia DURA*’s arma a Little shaking her to impress her with the importance — 


of their questions. They had eskea her if she haa been intimate with 


OSWALD end ske had dented it. President DORTICCS twice asked Ambassador 


ir 


at | 
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TSRHALMOSZ whether the Mexican police had asked Slivia DURAN questions 
about “money,” ana the President apparently yanted to know whether the 


Mexicans thought the Cubans had paia CSHALD money. JUSRRAAHDZZ insisted 


the ected not offered Silvia DURAN money, and DOSFICOS gave 
op trying to put across Bis pointe President DORTICGS snp teveree 
serene asp cakes ees gies cast ei isia mis aca ta ian eR, 
At 7:39 PM that evesing Ambassador HSRNAHDSZ ne call Presizent 
DORTICOS back, saying he had questioned "that person” asain and ske hss 
eines nev to aad. Peestaant DORTICGS returns to the issue of whether 


"they had threatened her so that she vould mabe a statement that the 


Consulate bea given money to the mant2"that Anerfcan.” But Aubassador 


RERRARDEZ persists In misunderstanding DORTICOS, ansyea in the negative, 


ard says: "Absolutely rothing vas clven to her.” DORTICOS seems te give 


up, and the conversation dies out after a few more general remarks. 


We do not know For sure what mage President DORTICCS press for inforra- 


tion about Cuban woney passed to OSWALD, but rumors were current in Mexico _ 


end even, we understand, in the USA, that OSWALD had returned Sram Mexico 
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City with about $5,000. Perhaps DORTICOS was trying to learn whether 
the Hexican police believed that the Cubans had financed CSWALD. In say 
event, the Cuban Goverment sent the Maxteans a stiff note of pretest 
See eae Reve siv ee Beteaeige ae Bis vi one. Geko ices 


rejectaa the note. 
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